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Foreword

It is an honour for me, the Chief  Executive Officer of  IIUM Schools Sdn. Bhd. 
to be given an opportunity to write the foreword for this book titled, The Four 
Guided Caliphs, Grade 9 Islamic History textbook. 

This book is written by Mr. Abdul Karnaen, the Coordinator for the Quran, Islamic 
Studies & History and Arabic (QISA) department who also teaches Islamic Studies 
and Islamic History. 

This book is the first one published by IIUM Schools Sdn. Bhd. and is part of  the 
project under International Islamic School Malaysia that aims to publish extensive 
Islamic History books for KS3 students (Grade 7 – 9) as well the IGCSE Islamic 
Studies textbook. Our objective is to provide books that meet the requirement of  
our students which are not yet available in the market. We hope these books would 
allow students to have a strong foundation and prepare them for the O Levels Islamic 
Studies and most importantly for the students to learn and appreciate Islamic History. 

This book covers the lives and times of  the four rightly guided caliphs namely Abū 
Bakr, ‘Umar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb, ‘Uthmān ibn ‘Affān and ‘Ali ibn Abī Ṭālib. Written based 
on the O Levels Islamic Studies syllabus, the purpose of  this book is to help students to 
profoundly learn about the four amazing caliphs. All topics, information and questions 
presented in the book are organised into 4 components;
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1. Early life (Makkah & Medina periods)
2. The process of  becoming a caliph 
3. Their achievements and contributions 
4. Challenges faced by each caliph, 
5. Time of  departure from this world

The topics are chronologically laid out in such a way that they allow students to learn 
each topic in a structured manner and ensure them to understand the topics with ease 
and convenience.

As this book is the first one published based on the school and students’ needs, we hope 
it will also benefit students of  other schools alike. 

KHAHARUDDIN ABDUL RAHMAN
Chief  Executive Officer
IIUM Schools Sdn. Bhd.
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Foreword

To know Rasūlullāh (peace be upon him), we also have to know ṣaḥābah. The 
closest to the prophet were the four rightly-guided caliphs namely: Abū Bakr 
Aṣ-Ṣiddīq, ‘Umar ibn Al-Khaṭṭāb, ‘Uthmān ibn ‘Affān and ‘Ali ibn Abī Ṭālib, 

may Allah be pleased with them. Some teenagers find the books on these ṣaḥābah in 
the markets are either too childish or too complicated for their age. 

My well-respected colleague, Mr Abdul Karnaen, had put a lot of  time and effort 
to prepare and edit this book for his beloved students. This book covered the history 
of  the four rightly-guided caliphs which is required in the Grade Nine syllabus and 
would help them to focus on the necessary information that they need to learn. The 
knowledge and information in this book are also very useful to prepare the students for 
the IGCSE Islamic Studies which is compulsory for IISMS students. 

On behalf  of  the school, I am very thankful that the students have a proper reference 
book for Grade 9 Islamic History. This book is very useful for the students not only 
for examinations purposes and most importantly to know and learn about the beloved 
Ṣaḥābah of  Rasūlullāh - may Allah be pleased with them. Moreover, this book could 
help Muslim in general to form a personal relationship with all the Four Rightly 
Guided Caliphs and encourage them to commit their lives sincerely to the mission of  
“Khalīfatullāh fī al-Arḍ”.

NORHIJJAH MOHD ZIN
Principal
International Islamic School Malaysia 
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Preface

ـْن ِمي
َ
ـْن َصادُِق الْوَْعِد األ ِ َسّيِد الُْمرَْسلِي اَلُم َعَ رَُسْوِل اللّٰ اَلةُ َوالسَّ الصَّ

First and foremost, I thank Allah swt. Without His guidance and mercy, I would 
not be able to complete the task of  writing this book. Secondly, this book had 
been developed throughout two academic years of  classes given to grade nine 

students at the International Islamic School Malaysia (Secondary) since I joined the 
school in October 2015. Some of  the materials were taken from various sources and 
some were summarized from the books. The textbook is designed to help students 
prepare for their IGCSE examination for Islamic Studies subject. Therefore, this text 
follows the IGCSE Islamic Studies syllabus in which the main emphasis is on the four 
rightly guided caliphs namely Abū Bakr, ‘Umar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb, ‘Uthmān ibn ‘Affān 
and ‘Ali ibn Abī Ṭālib, may Allah be pleased with them.  

There are many effective ways to know the Holy Prophet s.a.w, one of  them is by 
learning the sīrah of  the Prophet’s companion. A simple definition of  the companion 
is those who believed in the Prophet s.a.w, who came together with the Prophet and 
who died as Muslims. They attained a special place beside Rasūlullāh s.a.w; spent 
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some time with the Prophet, acted following the best role model, participated in 
many battles together with Rasūlullāh s.a.w and learned directly under the guidance 
and supervision of  Rasūlullāh s.a.w that had finally made them the best generation 
of  humankind. The Prophet s.a.w said: “The best people are those living in my 
generation, and then those who will follow them, and then those who will follow the 
latter” (al-Bukhārī: 3651)

The ultimate goal of  learning the history of  the companions’ life, especially the four 
rightly guided caliphs, is for us to know: (1) their noble characters so that will help us to 
attain good akhlāq, (2) their contributions to the development of  Islam after the demise 
of  Rasūlullāh s.a.w so that will ignite our spirit of  fighting to contribute in building 
a better ummah and (3) their knowledge that will help us to follow the Holy Prophet 
s.a.w and make our life blessed. Allah swt says: “And the first forerunners [in the faith] 
among the Muhājirīn and the Anṣār and those who followed them with good conduct 
- Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him, and He has prepared for 
them gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they will abide forever. That is the 
great attainment.” (At-Taubah: 100)

The distribution of  the topics in this book will be based on the chronological events; 
(1) Early life covers Makkah and Madinah period, (2) Becoming a caliph emphasizes 
on the process of  election and the political direction or governmental system, (3) 
Achievements discusses outstanding contributions that give significant impacts to the 
ummah such as conquests, innovations or other developments, (4) Obstacles covers the 
turmoils, revolts, battles and other issues happened and (5) Death. 

Furthermore, the Arabic terms in this book are transliterated into English adhering to 
the international transliteration standard set by the International Journal of  Middle 
East Studies (IJMES). The transliteration table is provided in this book. Regarding 
the division of  the lesson, the sample of  the scheme of  work that has been used at 
the International Islamic School Malaysia (Secondary) for the whole academic year’s 
work is given to help teachers completing the syllabus.   
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Lastly, I want to include a special note of  thanks to the Principal of  International 
Islamic School Malaysia for entrusting me to teach this subject. Sincere thanks also 
go to the Head of  QISA (Qur’ān, Islamic Studies and Arabic) for continuous support 
and guidance. My thanks also go to the Head of  Library and Instructional Resources 
for the kindness and generosity in supplying and allowing me to use the materials 
related to Islamic History subject. I made extensive use of  all the literature that she 
has supplied me with. My colleague teachers deserve to be given special appreciation 
for their support, especially those who always assist and encourage me when I need to 
exchange valuable ideas with them. I thank all my beloved family members for their 
understanding and support shown to me while I was undertaking the project. 

May Allah swt accept this effort in spreading the Islamic knowledge and may Allah 
swt forgive me for all the shortcomings of  this work for Allah swt is indeed the All-
Knowing and The Acquainted (Al-‘Alīm Al-Khabīr).

Abdul Karnaen 
Gombak, Kuala Lumpur
21 Dhū al-Hijjah 1442/ 31 July 2021
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AL-KHULAFĀ’ AL-RĀSHIDŪN: INTRODUCTION TO 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ISLAMIC CALIPHATES AFTER 

RASŪLULLĀH S.A.W

1

* Khalīfah

* Khilāfah

* Khulafā

* al-Khulafā’ al-Rāshidūn

* Shūrā

* Bai’ah

WORD BANK:
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INTRODUCTION

Prophet Muhammad s.a.w was the 
Messenger of  Allah who had spread the 
teachings of  Islam to the Muslim ummah. 
He also played a role as the head of  the 
country.

After the demise of  our Prophet 
Muhammad, the role as the head of  the 
country was taken over by al-Khulafā’ 
al-Rāshidūn. They were among Prophet 
Muhammad’s s.a.w trusted companions 
who had made great contributions for 
the spread of  Islam. Do you know what 
is the meaning of  al-Khulafā’ Rāshidūn? 
And do you know who they were? The 
following discussion will further explain 
al-Khulafā’ al-Rāshidūn.

Definition of al-Khulafā’` 
al-Rāshidūn, Khalīfah and 
Khilāfah

The term al-Khulafā’ al-Rāshidun originates 
from the Arabic language, which is built 
from two words, Khulafā’ and Rāshid. 

Literally, the word Khulafā’ is a plural for the word 
khalīfah which means “successor” while the word 
rāshidūn is a plural for the word al-rāsyid which 
means “the guided one”. Therefore, the term al-
Khulafā’ al-Rāshidūn literally means the successors 
who were guided by Allah swt. 

The technical definition for al-Khulafā’ al-
Rāshidūn, is a group of  guided companions who 
had become successors to lead the ummah after 
the demise of  Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. 

It should be noted that the term al-Khulafā’ 
al-Rāshidūn is interchangeable with the term 
Khalīfatu Rasūlillāh which means successors of  
Rasūlullāh s.a.w. Caliph Abū Bakr r.a used this 
title to represent himself, while Caliph ‘Umar 
ibn al-Khaṭṭāb r.a used the title Amīr al-Mu’minīn 
to represent himself, which means leader of   
the believers.

Moreover, the term khilāfah or caliphate 
originates from Arabic which means to succeed. It 
refers to the first system of  governance established 
in Islam. The most common translation for the 
word which appears in the Quran is vicegerency 
(or caretaker). The individual who carries out the 
roles and functions of  khilāfah is called khalīfah. 

The technical definition of  Khilāfah 
(caliphate) is the type of  Islamic government 
led by a caliph; a person considered a 
political and religious successor to the prophet 
Muḥammad s.a.w and a leader of  the entire 
Muslim community.

Khilāfah represents the political authority 
and unity of  the Muslim Ummah (nation). It is a 
comprehensive leadership in all matters related to 
religion and worldly affairs. It was initially led by 
Prophet Muḥammad’s s.a.w companions known 
as the Rāshidūn Caliphate, which means The 
Rightly Guided Caliphate as a continuation 
of  the political authority that was formed 
by the Prophet s.a.w. It represents the political 
and theological unity of  the Muslim Ummah. 
It was the world’s first major welfare state. A 
caliphate is also a state which implements such 
a government.


